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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 2, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Launey et al. 
(US Patent 5,086,385). 

Claim 2 is limited to a multi-functional telephone apparatus. Launey discloses an 
expandable home automation system, which allows central control over a plurality of 
home systems including a telephone. See Abstract and column 10, lines 17-24. In 
particular, Launey depicts in figure 1 at least one touchscreen (16a, 16b) for displaying 
the menus depicted in figures 3A-3N. Inherently, memory must exist to store the menus 
and the contents thereof (i.e. (a) a storage unit). Upon examination of figures 3A-3N, it 
can be seen that at least three lists of features corresponding to the claims exist. Figure 
3A serves as a main screen, wherein the audio/video selection points to a list of groups 
organized based on the corresponding hardware, also see figure 3B. The security 
management, lighting moods, information, and environmental control selections all refer 
to lists of groups organized based on functional concepts. The system configuration is 
a general list of system data. Clearly, the touchscreen itself provides for the selection of 
one of the lists described above (i.e. (b) a selection item selection unit configured for 
selecting one of a plurality of selection items in said storage unit displayed collectively, 
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wherein said system data table, said function-classified system data table, and said 
hardware-classified system data table serve as selection items). As an example of a 
hardware organized selection item consider figure 3C. It depicts VCR controls that are 
displayed, thus enabling the setting of the data. Therefore, Launey anticipates all 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim 6 is limited to the multi-functional telephone apparatus as defined in claim 
2, as covered by Launey. Figure 3B depicts the groups associated with the hardware 
selection item (i.e. a group displaying unit). The touchscreen itself provides for 
selection of system data associated with the hardware groups as can be seen in figures 
3B and 3C (i.e. a system data selection unit). Figure 3C depicts some of the individual 
settings that can be set by the touchscreen, wherein user inputs are monitored and 
recognized by the central processor and by the home devices (i.e. a system data setting 
unit). As the user navigates the touchscreen menu, it is inherent that their inputs be 
stored in some type of memory within the central processor (i.e. a system data 
registration unit configured for registering the system data as set in a system data 
registration area used as a reference in the operation of an apparatus). Therefore, 
Launey anticipates all limitations of the claim. 

Claim 7 is limited to the multi-functional telephone apparatus as defined in claim 
6, as covered by Launey. Launey discloses using the touchscreen to enable the central 
processor to issue commands to a telephone for the initiation of a telephone call, which 
makes the central processor itself an apparatus having the function of a telephone set. 
See column 12, lines 20-46. As noted in claim 6, each distributed home device will 
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receive the command issued by the user at the touchscreen, such that any data sent 
will be set therein. (i.e. wherein said system data setting unit excluding the system data 
registration area, said storage unit, and the selection item selection unit are arranged on 
the side of a system data registration terminal removeably arranged on said main body 
portion). Therefore, Launey anticipates all limitations of the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

2. Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 

allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Claim 8 is limited to the multi-functional telephone apparatus as defined in claim 
7, as covered by Launey. While Launey suggests controlling the central processor 
using the telephone connection, see column 14, line 63 through column 15, line 1, there 
is no suggestion to include synchronized memories between the central processor and 
each of the home devices. In particular, Launey only suggests using the central 
processor as an input means to each device, but doesn't include programming 
particular to each device. Therefore, Launey anticipates all limitations of the claim with 
the exception wherein said system data registration terminal has an area for storage of 
the same data as the system data registered in the system data registration area, and 
when system data newly set or changed is routed to the system data registration area, a 
difference thereof from data already registered in said system data registration area is 
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determined and the resulting difference data is sent to said main body portion. Thus, 
claim 8 is allowable over Launey. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 25 February 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With respect to claim 2, the applicant alleges on pages 3 and 4 of the current 
response that the tables disclosed by Launey do not correspond to the recited tables 
that include particular information and relate to each other in a particular way; the 
examiner respectfully disagrees. As a first matter, the applicant appears only to offer a 
broad characterization of the invention without actually indicating where the alleged 
difference between the claims and cited prior art lie. 

To reiterate the rejection cited in the preceding section: element (a1) 
corresponds to the system configuration table of figure 3a; element (a2) corresponds to 
the security management, lighting moods, information and environment control tables, 
where each table stores a list of groups organized based on function (e.g. early morning 
lighting, normal day lighting, evening party lighting) as seen in figures 3G, 3M and 3N; 
and element (a3) corresponds to the audio/video table that stores a list of groups 
organized based on hardware (e.g. VCR, television, compact disc) as seen in figure 3B. 
All the above tables are displayed together in figure 3a andselected in accordance with 
a user's input. 
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The claim itself fails to identify any overlap between system data, for example, 
where a piece of individual setting data is accessible by either the function or hardware 
classified system data table. The claim instead broadly recites the presence of a 
number of pieces of individual setting data, some of which are classified in a system 
data table (a1), a function-classified system data table (a2) and a hardware-classified 
system data table (a3). 

In addition, the applicant's allegation that the individual functional settings recited 
relate to a telephone apparatus in some way different than the individual functional 
settings disclosed by Launey is baseless, as the claim simply does not indicate what the 
individual functional setting data is. It is non-descriptive functional material as it does 
not affect operation of the telephone apparatus in some concrete and tangible way. As 
all of the applicant's arguments have been shown to be either moot or unpersuasive the 
rejection of claims 2 is maintained. 

With respect to claims 6-8, the applicant alleges on page 5 of the current 
response that these claims are allowable over Launey due to their dependence on claim 
2; the examiner respectfully disagrees for the same reasons presented supra regarding 
claim 2. As all of the applicant's arguments have been shown to be either moot or 
unpersuasive the rejections of claims 6-8 are maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Walter F. Briney III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7513. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.goy. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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